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Unit1: Jesus Gives Usthe ChUICh . . . ..o i ottt e e ettt e e enenneens 1
Lesson 1: God Sends US HISOWN SON ..o viviiii it e ittt ie e ennsnennennnns 13

* God the Son became one of us.

e Jesus grew up in Nazareth.

 Jesus begins his work.

 Jesus shows us how to live as his followers.
Luke 1:26-35, 2:43, 49; Matthew 3:2, 17, 13:55
Live the Gospel Saint Joseph; Jesus Was a Man
Lesson 1 Review

Lesson 2: Jesus Teaches Us about God’sLove. .......cciiiiiiiiiiiniiinnnnnns 21
* Jesus tells us how much God loves us.
* Jesus teaches about the Kingdom of God.
* Jesus teaches about the gift of faith.
« Jesus died and rose to save us.
Romans 10:13; Matthew 6:25-27; Mark 4:35-41; 10:45; Luke 1:38, 17:5-6, 24:1-12
Live the Gospel Saint Gertrude the Great; We Are Made Male and Female
Lesson 2 Review

Lesson 3: Christ WillCome Again. . ......iiiiiiii it it i et et et e e eannns 29
 Jesus has power over life and death.
* Jesus will come again.
* When Jesus Christ comes again, he will judge all people.
 Jesus teaches us to love others.

Matthew 24:42, 25:31-40; John 11:1-3, 16:22, 17-44; Mark 12:30-31
Live the Gospel Saint Nicholas; Our Heavenly Home
Lesson 3 Review

Lesson4: The Church Begins ......coiiiiiiiiiii ittt et et et nnnennnns 37
« Jesus promises to send the Holy Spirit.
* The Holy Spirit comes to the disciples.
* The Church is revealed on Pentecost.
* The early Church grows.
Matthew 28:19-20; Acts of the Apostles 2:38, 42, 9:3-5
Live the Gospel Saint Edith Stein; Men and Women Serve the Church
Lesson 4 Review
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Lesson 5: We Learnabout the Early Church. ........ ... .. .. o i it 45
* The Apostles led the Church.
* The disciples of Jesus share the Good News.
* The followers of Jesus stood up for their faith.
* Many of our ancestors in faith are examples of holiness.
Matthew 28:19; Acts of the Apostles 2:42, 45
Live the Gospel Saint Augustine of Hippo; Give and Grow
Lesson 5 Review

Unit 2: We Are Membersof the Church. . ...t i et e e e ennes 53

Lesson 6: The ChurchHas FourMarks. ........c.oiiiiiiii it iiie e iannnnns 55
* Jesus chose the Apostles to lead the Church.
* The pope and bishops are the successors of the Apostles.
* The Church is one and holy.
* The Church is catholic and apostolic.
John 6:35, 8:12, 11:25; Matthew 16:18
Live the Gospel Saint Gregory the Great; The Priesthood
Lesson 6 Review

Lesson 7: The Church Teaches Us. ... oo iiiiiii ittt ittt ece e iaranarnnnns 63
* The Church is the Body of Christ and the People of God.
* We profess our faith through the Apostles’ Creed.
* The Holy Spirit guides the Church.
* The Church continues to teach the true message of Jesus.
1 Corinthians 12:14-21; 1 Peter 2:10; John 14:26
Live the Gospel Saint Katharine Drexel; All People Are Special
Lesson 7 Review

Lesson 8: The ChUrCh Prays. .. oo voiii ittt e it e st et nsasnnsnsnnrnnnns 71
* Jesus teaches his followers how to pray.
* We can pray with others or by ourselves.
* There are different kinds of prayer.
* The Church prays at all times.
Psalm 113:3, 141:2a; Luke 11:1, 9
Live the Gospel Julian of Norwich; The Bride of Christ
Lesson 8 Review

Copyright © by William H. Sadlier, Inc. All rights reserved.



We Believe: Living Your Catholic Identity ©2025

Grade 3 Parish Edition
Table of Contents XI31ET

Lesson 9: The ParishIsOUr Home ...t iii i i i it e s et et e aarnnnns 79
* We belong to a parish.
* Many people serve our parish.
* Our parish worships together.
 Our parish cares for others.
John 13:34, 15:15; Matthew 18:20, 25:40
Live the Gospel Saint Alphonsus Liguori; Being Christ for Others
Lesson 9 Review

Lesson 10: God Calls UStO HOIINESS. . ..o oot i vt it i i it et et et e e e nnnnarnnnns 87
* God calls each of us.
* God calls everyone to be holy.
* God calls some men to be priests or deacons.
* God calls some people to religious life.
1John 4:11,12; 1 Samuel 3:10
Live the Gospel Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati; Called by God
Lesson 10 Review

Unit 3: The Church Leads Usin Worship......ccoiiiiii ittt iieiaennnnns 95

Lesson 11: We Celebratethe Sacraments ...........cciiiiiii it iiinnrnnnns 97
* The Church celebrates the sacraments.
* Baptism, Confirmation, and the Eucharist are the Sacraments of Christian Initiation.
* Penance and Reconciliation and Anointing of the Sick are Sacraments of Healing.
* Holy Orders and Matrimony are Sacraments of Service to others.
John 3:16; Luke 5:17-25
Live the Gospel Blessed Stanley Rother; Sacraments Are Signs
Lesson 11 Review

Lesson 12: Celebrating the Eucharist: TheMass .........ccciiiiiiiiiiiinnnnn. 105
* Jesus celebrated Passover and the Last Supper.
* The Mass is a sacrifice and a meal.
* We take part in the Mass.
* We celebrate Mass each week.
Psalms 106:1, 118:28; Matthew 26:26-28, 28:1; Luke 22:19
Live the Gospel Saint Dominic Savio; The Eucharist Is the Real Presence of Christ
Lesson 12 Review
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Lesson13: We Worshipat Mass. .. ... oiii it e it s et ee e e 13
* We gather to praise God.
* We listen to God’s Word.
* We receive Jesus Christ.
* We go out to love and serve the Lord.
Roman Missal
Live the Gospel Saint John Bosco; We Participate Fully, Body and Soul
Lesson 13 Review

Lesson 14: Celebrating Penance and Reconciliation. .............ccovivivn.. 121
* We make the choice to love God.
» God is our forgiving Father.
* The Sacrament of Penance has several parts.
* The Church celebrates the Sacrament of Penance.
Luke 15:21-23; Order of Penance
Live the Gospel Saint Padre Pio; To Miss the Mark
Lesson 14 Review

Lesson 15: We Pray for Healing and Eternal Life.............cciiiiiinnnnn, 129
* Jesus cared for and healed the sick.
e The Church heals us in Jesus’ name.
* We believe in eternal life with God.
* The Church celebrates eternal life with God.

Mark 10:49-52; Matthew 14:35-36; Rite of Anointing of the Sick; Roman Missal
Live the Gospel Blessed Anne Mary Taigi; Heaven Is Our Goal
Lesson 15 Review

Unit 4: We Are Called to Discipleship . .....coiiiiii i i et e it 137

Lesson 16: We Continue the Workof Jesus ..........cciviiiiiiiiiinnnnnn. 139
* Jesus brings God’s life and love to all people.
* Jesus shares his mission with his disciples.
* The Church works for justice and peace.
* We live out the Good News of Jesus Christ.

John 20:19, 21; Luke 4:18-19
Live the Gospel Saint Alberto Hurtado; We Are the Body of Christ
Lesson 16 Review
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Lesson 17: The Church Respects AllPeople ...t i et 147
* People around the world have different beliefs about God.
* The Jewish faith is important to Christians.
* Christ calls his followers to be united.
» The Church works for Christian unity.
John 17:20-21
Live the Gospel Saint John the Baptist; God Loves All People
Lesson 17 Review

Lesson 18: The Church s Worldwide . ...ttt i i e ienens 155
* The Catholic Church is all over the world.
« Catholics share the same faith.
 Catholics celebrate their faith in different ways.
* We are the light of the world.

Luke 4:42-43; Matthew 5:14, 16
Live the Gospel Blessed Anne-Marie Javouhey; The Church Is Universal
Lesson 18 Review

Lesson19: We Are God’s Holy People. ..o o ii it ittt i it iiceennnns 163
* We belong to the Communion of Saints.
* Mary is the greatest of all the saints.
* The Church remembers and honors Mary.
* God calls us to be saints.

Luke 1:38
Live the Gospel Venerable Pierre Toussaint; Mary, Joseph, and All the Saints
Lesson 19 Review

Lesson 20: The Kingdom of God ContinuestoGrow .............ccovivivnnn.. 171
 Jesus used parables to teach about the Kingdom of God.
 Jesus taught that the Kingdom of God will grow.
 Jesus’ miracles were signs of the Kingdom of God.
* The Kingdom of God grows.

Luke 11:1, 13:18-19; Matthew 13:3-8, 14:27-31, 33
Live the Gospel Saint Benedict of Nursia; The Bible: The Book of God’s Love
Lesson 20 Review

Unit5: The Liturgical Year . ...t i i i ettt t e e e e enens 179

Lesson 21: The ChUFCR Year .. oottt et ettt ea e ee e aaeennennnenn 181
* The Church Year celebrates Jesus.

Mark 11:9; Matthew 28:20
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Lesson 22: Ordinary TimMe ...ttt ettt e st et e e sasanenrnnns 187
* In Ordinary Time, we celebrate the life and teachings of Jesus Christ.

Responsorial Psalm: Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Lesson 23: AdVvent. ... ..ot i i i i et e i a e, 193
* The season of Advent helps us prepare for the coming of the Son of God.

Luke 3:4; Philippians 4:4-5

Lesson 24: ChFiStmMas . ... cv it e i ettt sttt et et et e n e enenenennnens 199
* The Christmas season is a special time to celebrate that God is with us.

Responsorial Psalm: Christmas Mass at Midnight; Luke 2:10-12
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» The season of Lent is a time of preparation for Easter.

Isaiah 55:3; John 3:16-17

LeSSON 26: THIAUUM . . ot vttt ettt ettt et s e n e nn s snnennsnennsnennennns 21
* The Triduum celebrates that Jesus passed from death to new life.

Exsultet, Easter Vigil
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* In the Easter season, we celebrate the Resurrection of Jesus.

John 20:26-29

LesSSON 28: PeNtECOSt .. v ittt ittt it et ettt et e e e 223
* Pentecost was the beginning of the Church’s public ministry.

Acts of the Apostles 13:52; 2:2
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